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and Eobert Lindet to provide provisions and clothing for the
troops; and, lastly, certain deputies, with special knowledge
and aptitudes, were sent to superintend the manufacture of
guns and ammunition. Of the latter class might be mentioned
Noel Pointe,1 who had been an armourer and working iron-
smith at Saint-Etienne, and sate in the Convention as deputy
for the Ehone-et-Loire. He had been sent to his native
town with Lesterpt-Beauvais to superintend the great cannon
foundries there in the summer of 1793, but had returned to
Paris when his colleague declared himself a federalist and sent
arms to Lyons 2 Tn October, 1793, he was again despatched
by the Great Committee to establish and superintend cannon
foundries in the central departments with his head-quarters at
Nevers, and he remained there, doing useful work in a modest
way, until September, 1794.

This, then, was the machinery with which the Great
Committee carried on the great war, after supreme power had
been granted to it. At the head of the military arrangements
stood Carnot and Prieur of the Cote-d'Or, advised by the
Topographical Committee, well served by Bouchotte, the
Minister for War, assisted in details of administration by the
Military Committee of the Convention, and kept in touch with
all the armies by the deputies on mission. The nine armies
proposed by Dubois-Cranc^ in January, 1793, had grown into
eleven armies in Barere's report of April 30, and into thirteen
armies in Cambon's report of July 15,8 armies differing greatly
in size and importance. They were reduced to ten at the
close of the first Vendean war, when the armies of the coasts
of Brest and the coasts of La Rochelle were amalgamated as
the army of the West The army of the coasts of Cherbourg
or of Normandy chiefly existed on paper; it was intended
either to invade England or to resist an invasion by the
English, and what troops did belong to it were stationed

1 Le Conventions el NoH Pointy by L. Leouzon Le Duc/in the Revolu-
tion frangaise, February-May, 1885.
* Vol. u. pp 267, 268.
3 See Appendix XI., The Armies of the Republic.